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NPOs
‘stealing

in name of

the poor”’

Non-profit milking
Gauteng purse while
vulnerable clients are
left in abject poverty

NON-GOVEENMENTAL and non-protis
organisations have been milking the
Gauteng government’s purse while the
supposed people in need are being left
in destiiute states. The Star has hlown
open an NGO syndicste that costs the
taxpayers billiomns of and

The Gauteng Social Development
Department spends a whopping B21 bil-
liom a year on NPOs whiile the Westemy
Cape spends Ribn, KZN R600 million
and the remainder of the movinces
Ielow RS00m cach.

Premier Fanyaza lesufi drew ire
carlier this year when he announced
that NPO funding would be directed
towands vulnemable children, the elderly
and theose with disabilities but it would
ahs have 1o address jood Insecurity,
substance alnne, homelesnes and envi-
ronmenital sustainability

Social Development, Agnculture,
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vimg cases of pticn
NP and some officals within the
department. Among thoss in the spot-
light i a homeless shelter at 2 Struben
Street in Tshwane.

What was meant to be 3 homeles
shelter taking care of the vulnerable
to get them back on their feet s 2
glaring environmentally non-compliant
structure, filled with uncollected wasic,
overflowing toilets, and flthy shacks
within the building where abost GO0
people reside.

Muring a police rald on the facility,
a number of Hlegal mmigants were
arresied, along with those runming the
it cigarette and alonhol bosinesses at
the facility. Needles and weapons were
also confiscsted by police

“It s & human tregedy thal our vl
neratile who look to the department
for beip and care ar subjected to wich
conaditicens by the NPO in gquestion

“0f great paim o ome is to witness the
mumnber of young children within Uhds
facility, and dnug usage, prostitution and
iilicit slcohol selling they s exposed
tn,” waid Hlophe

“Chur premizy hos been unambigoous
that we will not lokrate camaption
and those who steal in the name of
the poor. Accondingly, we will leave no
stone

THE poor state of this homstess shefter in Tshwane went on-noted by the smtharities. | Gesteng Departmant of Sooal Devetopment

The NPO has a service level agree-
ment (LA} in place with the City of
Tahwane for the running of the home-
less shelter, while funding oomes from
the provincial Socal Development
Department

As per the SLA in place
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lesa. Shockingly, in a report seen by The
Staw, the department’s monitorng and
evalation reports conducied on the
NPO) incicate that i s functioning well.

Abthough deparntment officials pre-
wnicd 3 storling assessmend, The Star
arrived at Sinuben Street to be met by a

private property.

The department’s head, Matilda
Gasela, has thus far suspersied official
implicated in the mvestigation, and
the department has reviewed its NI'D
application, evaluation and manitoring
procosses o close gaps that enabled

s RFH & Y

“The City of Tashwane, together with
the NI'O, have failed the poor, a5 they
arr jointly responsble for the upkeep
of the buillding. | have engaged MM
Pegry de Bruin from the City of Tehwane
amsd we will be closing down this Gacili,
whilst looking for alternative aconmmas.
dation to house the homeles,”™ Hiophe
smid, “Ohor imvestigations continue and
we will be announcing the cutcomes
in due coure With the amount ol
money our provine spends on NPOs,
we should not be having so many sociz]
problems in the provinee

“We appreciate the NPOs doing
exwceptional work within communi-
tiey, and this investigation weels to
ermire thal those who are deserving
and hand-working are supported by our
departmenst, amd we rid the system of
T and officials. We must




