RECLAIM THE CITY
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NOT FOR PROFIT!

Cissie Gool House Welcomes Council’s Decision to Dispose of Land in Principle
Press Statement - 4 Dec 2025

Occupiers and leadership at Cissie Gool House welcome the decision taken by Council
today to dispose of the land and buildings making up the former Woodstock Hospital in
principle. As presented, it offers the best opportunity to provide occupiers and others in need
of affordable rental housing.

Ouir criteria for any redevelopment are clear:

- None of the occupiers are evicted.

- All occupiers who need housing and meet the requirements are accommodated.

- The redevelopment includes enough truly affordable rental housing which is secure
long-term for people on very low incomes.

- The redevelopment is co-designed together with occupiers to ensure it is well
managed and maintained, cost-effective, safe for women and children and fit for
communal living.

- The redevelopment embraces the diverse heritage of Woodstock.

The majority of occupiers moved into Cissie Gool House because we were facing
unaffordable rentals and evictions in the inner city, Woodstock and Salt River. We wanted to
reclaim the inner city for poor and working class residents. We wanted the City to provide
alternative accommodation for evictees in the inner city. We wanted the City to use its public
land to build affordable housing. This has been our struggle and we believe the successful
redevelopment of Cissie Gool House is a part of that struggle.

Now our work starts. Building on years of effort to re-imagine and co-design the future of
Cissie Gool House with occupiers, leadership has decided to submit its own bid through the
statutory process. Over the coming months we will work with supportive stakeholders to try
to transform our vision into a viable model.

We hope to demonstrate what is possible when residents take the lead, together with the
City to resolve challenging housing problems - Cissie Gool House could become a model for
dignified, sustainable, affordable, long-term housing for all in our inner cities.
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