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GOSATU
PREPARES

FOR
MAJOR

GCONGRESS

PROGRESSIVE trade
unions from throughout
the country are hard ar
work preparing for a ma-
jor national conference of
the Congress of South Af-
rican Trade Unions
{Cosaiu).

Over | 500 delegates

will be attending the con-
ference which will be held

in Johannesburg from

July 14-18.
The delegates will be
representing 800 000 paid

up members and over one
million signed-up mefm-
bers,

hevwel on June 29,

{Cahac).

"Arson.

Several
people
detained

in W. Cape

SEVERAL maore people have been detained in the
Western Cape among them a 62-year old woman from
Belhar and her two daughters.

Mrs Rugaya Khan, 62, Gadija Khan, 35, and
Farida Khan, 24, were detained by police at their
Belhar home on Saturday 27 June.

A teacher at the Lotus River Senior Secondary
School was detained at his parents’ home in Bonte-

Leon Scott, 28, is a church worker and a former
member of the Cape Areas housing Action commiltee

Former Robben Islan Prisoner Trevor Wentzel was
held at his home in Ravensmead on the same day.
A lé-year-old Bontehewwel youth, Christopher
Rutledge was detained by police at the Bishop Lavis
Magistrates Court after appearing on a charge of

Lawvers have semt a telex to Pretoria secking
reasons for the arrest of Christopher.

Christopher was detained afler being released into
the custody of his mother. He was arrested in the
presence of his lawyer, Mr E. Moosa.

On June 17, Getry Feni who was released recently
after spending many months in detention was once
again detaimed at his home in KTC.

Cosatu has grown tre-
mendously since its
launch in December 1985
when it had a combined
membership of 400 000,

Cosatu s supposed 1o
hold 2 national congress
every two years, but the
Congress taking place
from July 14 has been
called six months early,

The congress will
broadly assess Cosatu's
present direction, to map
out its political direction
and to elect national of-
fice-bearers,

Major decisions regar-
ding the adoption of the

N T e S E—— ey

Freedom Charter and the
nature of Cosatu's allian-
ces with other progressive
organisations like UDF
will be taken at the con-
Zress.

Only industrial unions
will be allowed to be part
of the congress. This is in
line with a decision taken
by the Cosamu Central
Executive Committee in
February this year.

General unions, organ-
ising in different indust-
ries will be excluded from
the congress.

The delegates will also
have to seriously look at
how the trade union fede-
ration should handle in-
creasing state attacks a-
gainst itself.

A spokesperson for
Cosatu, Western Cape,
told Grassroots that in
the last vear there had
been a massive onslaught
against Cosatu, This in-
cludes the detention of
trade umon leaders and
workers, the bannings of
meetings and publications
violent wvigilante attacks
on Cosatu workers, a vi-
cious propaganda cam-
paign by the SABC, and
the bombing of Cosatu
House.

He said that the mas-
sive victory of the railway
and OK bazaars workers
showed that Cosatu can
withstand attacks against
it.

On the livag wage cam-

paign he said:
“It 5 a long-term cam-
paugn aimed at protecting
the living standards of
ordinary workers in our
country. The campaign
will expose the evils of the
capitalist system. Bosses
have sided with the state.
They see the campaign as
a communist plot design-
ed to reglace the capitalist
system.”
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New rules mean nothing - DPSC, DLO
‘RELEASE ALL DETAINEES’

RULES affecting the emergency
detainees may have been relaxed
slightly but the system of detention
isell is unjust and so detainees’
position remains the same, accord-
ing to the Democratic Layers Or-
ganisation and the Detainees Pa-
rents Support Committee (DPSC).

The new rules, gazetted on June
26, provade for compulsory medical
examination after arrest, “scgrega-
tio” from “ordinary” prisoners,
studies through correspondence
and maximum lock-up at police
cells for 14 days, bringing the status
of emergency detainees nearer that
of awaiting-trial prisoners.

But detainees will still not be
allowed to get for themselves from
outside pnson newspapers, food,

radios or television sets and visits
will still be subject o approval by
the minister of Law and Order.

A representative of the Democra-
tic Lawyers Organisation, said:
“While we welcome any relief for
detainess, their basic positin re-
mains the same - people are detain-
ed unjustly.

The whole question of detention
under the state of emergency has
yet to be addressed. We are totally
dissatisfied with the fact that the
Government has not heeded the
call from all over the country for
detainees to be released, and our
demands remain the same™,

He said he believed the state had
altered the rules mainly because of
the “overwhelming opposition and

mass resistance™ to detention with-
out trial “which has remained un-
abated™,

Another factor was the possibi-
lity that the rules as they existed
could have been challenged m
Court.

A DPSC representative said the
changes meant “very little™. “We
are not interested in getting small
concessions. The DPSC want peop-
le released.”

According to the DPSC, there
are about 45 people detained under
emergency regulations in the Wes-
tern Cape at present. The DPSC
has consistently called for the re
lease of all detainees and political
prisoners.

Mrs Miriam Tyhalisisu, 65, chairperson of the Uniled Women's Congress in Zolani told of harrasment
and intimidation of her family and herself. She was detained for 3 months last year.

Zolani

FOR over a year, fear has stalked the riny renvnship of
Lolani near Ashion,

Allegations of wvigilante wiolence, harassmenr and
intimidation are widespread and contimie to emerge.

The residenis. the majority of whom are poverty-
stricken and jobless, say the vigilanie group calfed the
Amasalomsi, are rufing the township. The main employer
in Ashion is the Langeberg Ko-op.

Residents say thar the Amasalomsi hold key personel
positions al this factory and comirol who may get work
there,

They claim that members of the civic organisations or
womens group, the United Womens Congress strugele to
find employment. Residents have also complained of
vigilante attacks on their property.

Allegarion of vigilante violence first emerged last vear

the township of fear

during a public vielence trial in which 33 residents were
convicted,

They were acoused of throwing stones and burning the
property of vigilantes. Their semtences ranged from seven
Ie fem peagrs each,

In a sworn affidavii, Mr David Bosch, a community
warker in Zolani at the time of the trial, said that he had
received a mumber of complaints of assault and harass-
ment by the vigilante group.

He said that ke had on request from the residents asked
the police to restrain the vigifantes from acting wnlawfully
"It is clear that the police were not prepared 1o receive
and act upen complaines against the Amasalomsi, and
thar the Amasalomsi were engaging in activities whick
were @ cause of comcern fo many members in the
CorLmiy, "



GRASSROOTS JULY 1987 Page 2

One year's jail for Residents of

ANC slogans Lawaalkamp to
ctherbos o min. 1 battle on

year in jail for furthering the aims of the banned African
Natonal Congress{ ANC), has not changed his views on
the situation in the country.
i fact my committment kas grown stronger,” he boid THE Mationalist Government's history of They said that no one was taking responsi-
STSROON.E CE RO e W1 SIS, " broken promises is well-known to most bility for the decision o move them Lo
20-year-old Ne.u!rmnn WS Igmnu-.:l bn:]luf R300 by a 8 outh Africans Sandicrasl.
Ci‘[..H! Tﬂ:‘ﬁ"n R:_EH.:m:] MB.EHI!I:I!.I: ]:I-:'I.'I.dl.!'l.g - EPPEHI This iime, I-i_: has been the squatier “Mr David Curr:.r told us that he 15 not
SERSINL S EESCONON). S SERIRIO0. community of George who have had biter opposed 1o us staying in Lawaaikamp but
A student at the Peninsula Technikon, Newman called experiences of this. he could not do anything about our situa-
aR stucenty to continne struggling for changs. Cne day The more than 250 families of tion. Butl yet we were told by the George
we will pick the fruits of our efforts”, he said. Lawsaiksmp have been under threat of re. municipality that we have 1 move out to
moval since 1982, They have waged a de- make way for the development of coloured
termined struggle to remain in housing."
Lawaaikamp. A spokesperson for the delegation, Mr
Recently a message from PW Botha Zolile Hugo said that threats ere being used
made people believe that their struggle may against the people in an attempl to get
have come to an end. In a widely distribut- them 1o move. He had even heard rumours
ed pamphlet, Mr Botha stated that all of pensioners being threatened that their
forced removals have been stopped. pension would be withdrawn if they did not
But it was not long before renewed al- move.
tempts were made to once again move An elderly woman from Lawaaikamp
people from Lawaaikamp. said that she lived in a well-established
"The attempis by the Government to home in Lawaaikamp with six rooms.
move us o the township of Sandkraal Homes that have been erected for pension-
shows that we cannot trust their word," ers al Sandkraal only consist of a front
members of a delegation from Lawaaikamproom and a kitchen.
told Grassroots al a press conference inthe  The people of Lawaaikamp have consis-
city. “They say one thing and do another.” tently refused to removed from an area
The delegation also felt that the people where conditions are bad to one where it is
of the area were being used as a football. worse.

New move will

The count found that in December 1985 Newman had
spraypainted several slogans on the wall of a sports.
ground in the small sleepy wown of Bredasdorp. Newman
had spent most of his young life in Bredasdorp and only
came o Cape Town two vears ago to further his

He told the court that he had painted the slogans 1o
wike up the sleepy wown. The court found that he had
painted the following slogans: “The people shall govern
Yiva UDF, Away with apartheid, Viva ANC, Bothais a
lesbian and Gamat, waich out for petrol bombs™.

Newman , who now lives in Lansdowne, was sentenced
1o three years of which two years were suspended for a
periad of five years for furthering the aims of the ANC.
He was also fined R100 or 30 days and sentenced 1o four
months suspended for five years on a charge of malicious

damage o property. :
An edition of Grassroots which appeared in 1983 was

used as an exhibit in court. On the front page was a pho- MOVES 1w declare the

o of Newman "l'ﬂ!ll'lll'lg a T-shirt bﬂll'il'.lE the words Viva . Yim, - squatter town sh i'P af
Mandela - . T -~ Kleinskool outside Port
Asked by the prosecutor whether this meant he sup- { AT 4 Elizabeth a coloured group
ported the aims of the African National Congress, New- N area would eventually lead "
SESTEIRIEE BB ITTE ST Gastroy Kleinskoo
against apartheid. i destruction with even fami-
prison : ly mebers being forced o Committee outlined the system will break down if

R L T e S T S
Railway workers celebrate victory

WEEKS after scoring a major victory
in the massive ralway stnike, railway
workers were still celebrating.

Al the end of last month, the South
Alfrican Railway and Harbours Work-
ers Union, which represents most of
the workers who went on strike,
organised cultural event in Cape Town

Railway workers were joined by
members of other trade unions and
COmMMuUnItY organisations in celebrai-
ing their victory.

They were addressed by Cosatu
General Secretary Jay Nawdoo who
saluted the country's railway workers
for their courage.

In Johannesburg, where Sarhwu is
very stromg, workers took to the
strects, singing and dancing, after
hearing that they had won the sirike.

Sarhwu has 27 000 members nation-
ally.
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live apart from each other.
According to Michael
Scholtz, a2 member of a
lecal youth organsation, it
would mean that a man
who is classified African
would be forced to leave the
area while his wife can
P,

Scholtz 1old journalists
al a press conference in
Cape Town that Kleinskool
was a totally integrated arca
where “African and coloured
pecple have lived ogether
for about 60 years,”

Schools, sports clubs and
churches are fully integrat-
ed

Scholtz said: "The resi-
dents have formed an action
commitiee and all people
= both coloured and
African have united to op-
pose moves (o declare
KEleinskool a coloured
group area.”

In representations to the
Group Areas Board, lawyers
for the Kleinskool Action

S

lipfontein road, rylands estate athlone 7764

SHOP AT ELITE
IT MAKES CENTS

Tel.: 633-3316

-]

SUPERMARKET
RYLANDS

terrible effects the latest
move would have on the
commumnity.

In a document sent o the
Board, it said that mixed
MAITIAZEs Were very com-
ML,

"If either group is re-
quired to move from the
area this would break up
families, remove families
from certain of their rela-
uves and mierfere with cer-

tain peaceful social patterns

[hat have developed.

The relatively poor peo-
ple share in times of need
and this sell-supporting

any are moved 1o other
neighbourhoods.

Removals of persons
would increase their finan-
cial burdens because of the
costs of removal and of the
consequences of removal
without improving their
prospects of caming.”

The Kleinskool Action
Commitiee has further
stated that the removal of
people would mean in-
creased transport costs and
lead 1w greater unemploy-
meni as many people are
self-employed and operate
in the existing squatter
COMMUTILY.
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Major

A GROWING number of
individuals in America are
refusing 1o pay laxes in
protest against the Reagan
administration's foreign
policy.

This emerged at a major
church conference organised
by the Presbyterian Church
of the USA at which Rea-
gan's continued support for
the South African govemn-
ment and the Contra rebels
in Nicaragua was severely
crilicised.

Several individuals who
addressed the conference
said they were no longer
prepared (o pay taxes which
was used o buy weapons o

church conference discusses SA

kill people.

There was also strong
support for the idea of
withdrawing money from
firms that continue to in-
vest in South Africa.

The Reverend Russel
Botman of Wynberg
attended the conference as a
delegate for the NG
Sendingkerk and was the
only church representative
from South African and, in
fact, the whole of -Africa,
For two weeks he was a
guest of the Presbyterian
Church which has about 2
500 congregations
throughout the United
Siales,

91 people from 22 coun-
tries attended the one-week
long conference with &9
being from America itself.
The rest came from,
amongst others, the Church
of North India, the Presby-
terian Reformed Church in
Cuba, the Evangelical
Church of Czech bretheren,
the Church of Canada, the
800-year-old Waldensian
Church of Italy and the

Union of Evangelical

Christian Baptists of the
USSR,

There were representa-
tives, too, from Churches
in Holland, Hungary, the
German Democratic

Republic, Sweden, New
Fealand and Taiwan.

The conference centered
around a document prepared
by the Presbyterian Church
entitled: "Presbyterians and
Peacemaking. Are we now
called to resistance?”

For the Presbyterian
Church it was basically the
issue of peace and justice as
it relates to the policies of
Ronald Regan and his ad-
ministration in their war
against the ‘foreign ene-
my",” Reverend Botman
told Grassroots.

“The conference believed
that the whole idea of an
enemy was created, it is not

real, but good politics for
military warfare.” Reverend

‘Botman said that South

Africa was placed on the
agenda right from the start
of the conference.

He said: "Reverend Donna
Day-Lower, a professor of
Church and Community at
the Lutheran Theological
Seminary of Philedelphia
who led the first service of
the conference, made certain
basic assumptions based on
words uttered by Dr Allan
Boesak.

References to South
Africa formed part of the

~conference throughout its

duration pasically because

it was written into the doc-
ument discussed at the
conference. With regard 1o
the struggle in South
Africa, the document
siresses that Presbyterians
should seek 1o pursue”
nonviolent actions and
stralegies as pragmatic op-
uons for ransformative re-
sistance.

It further points out,
however, that faced with
brutal repression and
decades of rejections of just
change, South African
Christians today "confront
the question of nonviclent

or violent resisiance in
WEYS We can scarcely com-

prehend. If they are led 1o
embrace the reformed op-
tion for revolution against
a Government which so
thoroughly corrupts the
purposes of God in its es-
sential nature, we dare not
Eﬂiﬁknfﬂmuunflith-

This document has been
discussed in Presbyterian
congregations throughout
America and will come un-
der discussion at the
Church's General Assembly
to be held in 1988.

Situation has
worsened -

freed

detainee

MBULELO GROOT-
BOOM, one of five resi-
dents of Oudishoomn's
Bhongolethu township re-
cently released after more
than a year in detention be-
lieves that the situation in
the country has gone from
bad to worse.,

"When [ amrived in the
township”, Mbulelo told
Grassroots, "] saw many
'kitskonstabels’ and other
security forces. They are
there to create problems for
our people. There is an
undeclared curfew in the
township. The kitskonsta-
bels say they do not want
o see people on the streets
after 9pm."

Grootboom, 26, a former
president of the Bhongo-
lethu Youth Organisation
{(Bhoyo), was detained in
the early hours of June 12.
That same day, thousands
of people countrywide were
held in terms of the state of
emergency. He was held at
Oudishoom for two months
before being ransferred 1o
George Prison where he
joined about 300 other de-
lainess from the rural areas,
The detainees came from
areas like Knysna, Mossel
Bay, Aberdeen, George,
Plettenberg Bay,Graaf-
Reinette and Willowmaore.

Over the next few

months detainees were re-
leased gradually until the
beginning of May when
only four remained —
Grootboom, 26-year-old
Msukisi Mooi, who is un-
employed, 35-year-old

Moses Digacwi, a LDivi-

sional Council soil-tester
and 29-year-old Thembal-

akhe Joe, a teacher at a sec-
ondary school in Oudi-
shoom. Also in detention
was another teacher, Rufus
Mbuku, an asthma sufferer
who was being held at

Middelburg.

On June 11, the five
were informed that they
were being released from
emergency detention. They
were, however, 1o remain in
prison as awaiting trialists
in a subversion trial in
which fifteen Bhongolethu
residents — one a 69-year-
old pensioner — have been

On June 17, the five
made a court appearance and
were released on bail of
R500 each. When they re-
tumed to the wownship that
Friday evening, the resi-
dents were overjoyed. Many
people flocked to their
homes.

Grootboom told Grass-
roots that he felt happy w0
be reunited with his family
and friends. At the same
time, however, he was an-
gry that people could sim-
ply be locked up for no ap-
parent reason and held in-
definitely. He expressed
deep concern for those still
in detention. He insisted
that he was committed as
ever to change."Detention
won't change my views, he
said with determination. As
long as vou feel the burden
of oppression, nothing can
change you.”

Mbulelo Grootboom

THE Detainees Parents Support Commit-
tee (DPSC) recently held a lunch at the
Samaj Centre in Athlone for all released
detainees and their families. The freed
detainees were welcomed back by members

of the DPSC.

About 400 people attended the lunch with
which was held on June 21.

Ex-detainees spoke of their experiences
in prison and the elect detention had on
them and their families. They condemned
the system of detemion as brutal and

5

b by,

The former detainees came from all over
Cape Town. Transport problems prevented
ex-detainees from Worcester, Paarl and
Atlantis o attend.

The DPSC made a renewed call for the
release of all detainees and political prison-
ers. Those still being held in the Western
Cape are: Desmond Abrahams, 16, Ebra-
hiem Rasool, 28, Keith Cootzee, 17, Moeg-
sien Davids, 17, Mogamat Zain Elmie,
Mazonke Jacobs, 25, Naseegh JafTer, Sidima
Kabanvane, 30, Lizo Kapa, 39, Vusi Khan-

Campaign against Fawu

THE Food and Allied
Workers Union, a major
affiliate of the Congress
of South African Trade
Unions (Cosatu), recently
became a wvictim of false
pamphlets which were
distributed by unknown
persons al vanous places
in the Western Cape.

Union organisers see
this latest attack as part
of a campaign waged a-
gainst Cosatu and its af-
filiates.

Fawu 15 Cosatu's larg-
est affiliate in the Western
Cape, 50 the attempts to
discredit it comes as no
suprise Lo ils members as
well as the members of all

progressive Organisations.

The bogus pamphiets
have appeared in arcas
like Saldanha, Ceres,
Worcester and Cape
Town - where the union
has an active member-
ship.

Some have been scat-
tered on roads or railway
stations, while in other
cases batches of leaflets
have simply been dumped
at factory gates.

Many workers were
confronted by these pam-
phlets when they armved
at work during last
month.

The organisers and
workers have condemned

the pamphlets and see it
as par of the campaign
against Fawu and the
trade union movement as
whaole.

The pamphlets appa-
rently make vanous alle-
gations about the union,
questioning the way
funds are allocated and
used.

“We can guess who is
responsible - and are re-
sponding at branch and
factory meetings with
members"”, a unionist said

The disinbution of
fake pamphlets is not
confined to the Western
Cape.
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DETAINEES WELCOMED BACK

tine Senkhane,

yile, 36, Russel Mc Gregor, 26, Zoli
Malindi, 64, Trevor Manuel, 31, Nom-
aindia Mfeketo, Braam Mhlom, 34, Valen-
Roseberry Sonto, 33,
Christmas Tiato, &1,
Cledton Visagie, 18, Ridley Eshie, 23, Allie
Parker, Williem Pieterse,

Those being held under Section 29 of the
Internal Security Act are Rehana Roussouw
23, Ashley Forbes, 11, Peter Jacobs, 21,
Stuart Mciteka, 35, and Yusmzi Ndam, 20.

Mark Truebody, 18,
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We will not be silent until we have

Real Democracy;
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Organisations in the

o

IN the last edition of Grassroors, we
took a look ar some of the orgamisations
that form part of the UDF in the Wesi-
ern Cape. They were the Western Cape

Civic Association, the Cape Areas
Housing Action Commiittee(Cahac), the
United Womens Congress(UWCQO), the
Call of Islam Inter-Church Youth(ICY),
the Cape Youth Congress (Cayco),the
South African National Students
Congress(Sansco) and the Detainees Par-
enis Suppori Commiitee(DPSC).

In this issue , we give brief summaries
of the activities and aims of other
organisations affiliated to the UDF in
the Western Cape.
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THE WESTERN CAPE STUDENTS
CONGRESS(WECSCO)

Wecsco was formally launched earlier
this year but has its roots in the coura-
geous student struggles which took
place during 19835.

Wecsco has a presence at schools in
Mitchells Plain, the Northern Suburbs,
Bonteheuwel, Athlone, Manenberg,
Gugulem, Langa, Nyanga, the South-
em Suburbs and as far afield as Paarl.

Wecsco held its first public rally at
UCT earlier this year to protest against
the harsh sentences handed out 1o stu-
dents and youth for public violence.

The main task of the organisation is
to build democratic SRC's at all
schools as well as strong Wecsco
branches.

Wecsco joins up with other student
organisations striving for-a equal, non-
racial and democratic system of educa-
tion in a free and democratic South

L

THE SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS
AND HARBOURS WOREKERS
UNION (SARWHLU)

Sarhwu is an old union which was
formed in the 1950's to unite railway
workers.

The union was however crushed by
the state. An attempt to revive Sarhwu
in 1976 received a serious blow when
key organiser Lawrence Ndzanga died in
detention. In October 1986, Sarhwu
wias once again revived and since then,
it has not looked back.

Today, Sarhwu has a national mem-
bership of 27 000. During the bitter,
but victorious railway strike, railway
workers joined Sarhwu in their thou-
sands.

Sarhwu is strongest in the Transvaal,
The Cape membership presently stands
at 1 300. Sarhwu is affiliated 10 both
the UDF and Cosatu.

YOUNG CHRISTIAN STUDENTS
YCS is a national organisation for
young Christians at  high
schools,colleges, seminaries and uni-
versifies.

It aims to organise Christian stuo-
dents who strive towards a non-racial
and democratic South Africa and the
establishment of the Kingdom of God
on earth. In Cape Town, YCS is active
in Nyanga, Guguletu, UWC and UCT.

The organisation grew rapidly during
the uprisings of 1985. Presently it is
working on the Education Charter
Campaign and trying to relate it work
io the Kairos documenit.

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT FOR
PEACE

Established in 1976, the Womens
Movement for Peace itsell the task of
encouraging contact between South
African women from different walks of
life.

The members of the organisations
thought this was important in the light
of the evenis of 1976. The women's
movement for peace was formally ac-
cepted as a UDF affiliate early in 1984
and is committed o an open,
democratic South Africa. [i organises
house meetings, childrens aftemoons
and partakes in the activitics of the
UDF and ECC,

WESTERN CAPE TRADERS AS-
SOCIATION

WCTA has been part of the UDF since
the inception of the Front in August
1983,

It represents approximately 2 000
traders in the Western Cape. The
Western Cape Traders Association has
played important support roles in
community action. [t has also consis-
tenily called on its members 1o observe
important days such as June 16 by
closing their shops. The majority of
traders usually heed these calls.

| . % #-‘li&l
A delegation consisting of people from Wynberg and Mitchells Plain recently went to the Security Police
headquariers. They demanded the release of Ashley Forbes and Peler Jacobs, 2 section 29 delainees.

FEW RIGHTS FOR

)

SEC. 29 DETAINEES

NEWS of a person bemng detained even though a
regular occurence in South Afnca still comes as a shock
o most people.

But when a person is detained in terms of Section 29
of the Internal Security Act, it is usually getted horror
and alarm.

Section 29 of the Internal Security Act strips people
of all basic human rights. A person held under this Act
15 usually held in solitary confinement and subjected 10
long penods of interrogation.

The detainee has no access to family members, a
lawver or a doctor of his or her choice. In fact, it is very
seldom that family members even know where the
detainee is being held

Recently family and fnends of Section 29 detainees
sent a delegation o the sécunity police headquarters in
Cape Town (o demand the immediate release of their
loved ones.

Ashley Forbes, 22, of Wynberg and Peter Jacobs, 21,
of Mitchells Plain were detained somewhere in Cape
Town on May 16.

Concerned for their safety and anxious about their
whereabouts, members of the Wynberg and Mitchells
Plain communites deaded that they had to act. The
deleganion consisted of three parents from Wynberg
and five Miichells Plain residents. Included in the
deleganon were Mrs A Forbes and Mrs P Jacobs,

The delegation also demanded that Ashley and Peter
be allowed wisits by family members, a minister of
religion and a doctor of their own choice. They further
demanded that they be allowed to send food parcels
and clothes 1o the two detainees regularly.

The delegation told Grassroots afterwards that they
had been met by a member of the security police who
accepted the parcels they had but said he could not
respond to their other demands.

Their letier was apparently going 1o be sent to
Pretoria and they should expect an answer within a few
days, he sid. Members of the delegation said they were
not happy with this response.

“As long as our children are in detention, we cannot
be happy.” sasd one of the mothers.

They described Section 29 as brutal and inhuman
and a denial of basic human nghts.

Almost a month after their detention, Argus journa-
list Rehana Rossouw was also detained under Section
29 of the Internal Security Act. She is presently being
held at Pollsmoor and permission was recently granted
for her 10 be joined by her 20-month-old son Jihaad.

Ms Rossouw was held on June 15 at her parents
home in Lansdowne. Others currently being held under
Section 29 of the Internal Security Act are Abdul Yayih
Hamied of Rylands, Stuart Mciteka of Khayelitsha and
Yusmai Ndam, 20.

MRS LETTIE MALINDI
was deeply shocked when
she leamt that her hushand
Zoli Malindi had been re-
detained under the new state
of emergency.

Mr Malindi, 64, was de-
tuned on January 13 when
he made a quick trip 1o his
home to have his special
diet. Mr Malmdi is a dia-
betic.

Mrs Malindi wld Grass-
roots: “] was shocked when
| heard that Zoli was rede-
tained. "I thought they
would have mercy on old
people and release him."”

Asked if she had any idea
when he would be released,

T

EVERY FRIDAY
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Husband’s redetention
shocks Mrs Malindj

an upset Mrs Malindi said:
"I don't know anything. 1
just feel very bad about it. [
heard that he was aken o
Tygerberg Hospital for
treatment last month.”

She said she and her
husband were both pen-
sioners who received sick
benefits of R73 a month.
She said that i the absence
of Mr Malindi, she strug-
gles to run the house.

“I have to see to the rent,

electricity and telephone
bills. But I feel strong. |
have a word o other wom-
en who are in the sama po-
sition as [ am. To them [
say, we must have hope,

we must never lose hope in
the struggle.”

Mr Malindi has a rich
history of struggle and has
been detained under Saction
29 of the Internal Security
Act for two months and in

Phone Grassroots
637-131

sational experience

Learning Roots and
information pleace
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getic, reliable person with with organi-

and collect advertising for Grassroots.

VACANCY I
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ing and energetic person to sell sub-
scriptions and pledges.
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For more details write to the Sec-
retary at P.O. Box 1161, Cape Town or

at 637-1332 or

to do distribution

New Era. For more
contact Jenni at

B637-1321 or write to Grassroots Box
116, Cape Town B8000.

terms of emergency regula-
tions for two-and-a-half

months in 1985 and now
for 5 months under the cur-
rent EmeTgency.

The old man was forced
Lo go into hiding when the
national state of emergency
was declared on June 12

last year. For more than
six months he had 1o move
around secretly to avoid ar-
rest
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ted by: Esquire
Press (Pty) Ltd.,

Vanguard Drive,
Athlone Industria.
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Trialists tell of suffering

under pass

INFLUX control and the coloured labour preference
policy plaved a pertinent role wn frustrating and
dehumanising black people in South Afnca, evidence
before the Cape Town Supreme Court suggests.

In the trial of 13 men convicted of being Afrcan
MNational Congress guenllas or assisting guenllas, at
least six of the accused told how they were adversely
affected by the government’s racial influx control
policies,

Sazi Veldtman, a 29-year-old post office clerk from
Nyanga, told the cournt in mitigation of sentence how
the pass laws had hindered his life, even as a child.

He said he came to Cape Town when he was nine,
shortly after the death of his grandfather. His mother
had died when he was two. For two vears, he was
refused entry to schools in the Cape Town area because
he was considered “illegal™.

He had to hide whenever pass law inspectors came 1o
his aunt’s house.

Veldtman said he was arrested for not having a pass
when he was 14 years old. He applied for a pass when
he was 16 bul was ordered out of the Western Cape by
“a Mr Fourie who said he was not interested in my
stories, he had heard enough lies from us bantus™

Veldiman described the humiliation and suffering of
pass laws as “the fear of a loud rude bang on doors in
the middle of the night, the bitter humiliation of an
undignified search, the shame of husband and wife
being huddled out of bed in front of their children by
police and taken off to jail™.

Lizo Bright Ngqungwana, the Western Cape com-
mander of Umkhonto We Sizwe, said his early life was
“a typical life of an african child in the present South
Africa,™

*1 was bom at Ladysmith, Natal, 27 years ago. |
come from a big family. As a child | used 10 see the
manner in which my father struggled 1o fend for our
upbringing.

“There were times when he had to move from place
to place looking for casual jobs 50 as to provide us with
clothing, food and education. Those gnm moments
made a decp impression on me,” Npqungwana sad.

Anderson Zingisele Ncivita, 34, said he stayed in an
area called Zone 10, a place for “so-called migrant
labourers".

*I was confronted with a number of social problems
like being arrested for being in the urban arca with an
expired contract, pass raids and so on.

“These raids were taking place almost every day and
night. With no peace of mind and being insulied and
beaten up by the police and Bantu Affairs inspectors.

In 1975 1 decided to get married and applied for a
lodger's permit, which was granted. For the next eleven
years | was on the waiting list for a house.

“During this period, I could not stay with my family
because whenever my wife came 1o join me, she was
arrested for pass offences and | had to struggle to
borrow money to bail her out,” Necivita said.

The other accused are Joseph Malusi Ngoma, 28,
Quentin Deon Michels, 27, Cecil Esau, 31, Mthetho
Douglas Myamya, 37, Reed Zwelethu Macozoma, 27,
and Norman Sseko Macanda, 29.

The tnal continues on August 4.

HUNDREDS of young people par-
tcipated in a youth focus week held
in Mitchells Plain from June 22 to
26.

The Focus week was organised
by the Mitchells Plain region of the
Cape Youth Congress, the Inter-
Church Youth (ICY) and the Mit-

law system

Cahac opposed to RSC'’s

THE Cape Areas Housing
Action Commitiee{Cahac)
has come out strongly
against the Governmenlts
new system of local
authorities, the Regional
Services Council.

Cahac is one of a large
number of organisations
counirywide who have
condemned the Regional
Services Council as noth-
ing but an atltempt by the
Government to further en-
trench its apartheid poli-
Cles,

The Regional Services
Council system will further
divide the masses of South
African people by
providing extra votes for

Logra

organises

people on the basis of their Mr Rhodes said that it is

wealth,
Cahac chairperson Mr Wil-
fred Rhodes described the
R5C's as an extension of
the tncameral system.
"Volting power or repre-
seniation on the Regional
Services Councils will be
based on the amount of
services a region or Prima-
ry Local Authority (PLA)
buys from the RSC's.
Those that buy the most
will have the most repre-
genlation.

"Votuing will be heavily
weighted against us, the
majority. More affluent
white communities will
wield a lot of power.”

unemployed

LARGE numbers of
children in the Lotus
River and Grassy Park
arcas go 1o school with no
food in their stomachs,

The Lotus River and
Crassy Park Residents
Association (Logra) Ad-
vice Oiffice workers did
extensive work n the area
and were told by many
parenis that their children
had extreme difficulty in
concentrating at school
because they were hungry

The Logra Adwice Of-
fice last month met with a
few principal and teachers
from five schools in the
area.

Some of the prnncipals
agreed thal programmes
could run at their schools
around the problems of
unemployment and pov-
erty.

The Logra Advice Of-

Youth week in
Mitchells Plain

fice was also given the go
ahead 1o give out soup at
some of the schools.
Advice workers told
Grassrools that thev also
wanted (o run soup kit-
chens in the afternoons,
but were expenencing dif-
ficulty as people hesitated
o make venues available,
A spokesperson for the
Advice Office appealed
for people in the com-
munity 1o give assistance.

.The phone number at the

office is 73-5110,

The work the Advice
Office is doing is part of
the national campaign
against unemployment
which is becoming more
serious each day.

More than 3 mullion
people are presently
unemploved in the
country.

unlikely that any of the

black areas will be able 1o
generate enough money o
buy the services necessary
for a healthy and stable
community,

"The RSC's will be of no
benefit 1o the oppressed.
We further see it as an al-
tempt to strengthen the
Labour Party and manage-
mentl commiliees in our
communities. Al the same
time the Government will
try through the RSC's 1o
weaken the present civic
organisations the people
have built up in the com-
munities.”

Speaking on the fact that
people were never consulled
about this new system of
local authorities, Mr
Rhodes said: "We are al-

Songs,
at UWCO programme

THE Wynberg Branch of
the United Womens Con-
gress celebrated its first
hirthday on June 21.

The Wynberg Branch
had been formed exactly
a vear before - only days
after the declaration of
the Mational State of
Emergency,

About 100 women
from the area as well as
other branches of UWCO
attended the programme.

The programme inclu-
ded the reading of poetry
by Ocean View Poet Gla-
dys Thomas, a play by the
Thomhill branch of the
Cape Youth Congress
and the UWCO choir
that led the singing.

ways left out of everything. ruling.
And when we protest, we ‘They wanted the majority
hear that we are subver- of people to believe that
sive.” they are getting a beiter
The Regional Services deal. But at the same time
Councils are generally seen they would ensure that
by many South Africans as power remains in the hands
a response by the Govern- of the minority.

ment against the growing But the struggles of the last
resistance of the people of few years have given people
this country. a taste of what real freedom

can be.
In the last few years, peo- People’s feelings are ex-
ple in every comer of the

pressed in the words of
land, young and old, have UDF publicity secretary
built their own popular or-

t the Murphy Morobe who said
ganisations and rejected recently: "We are too closs
Government bodies such as

community councils and

m EMEnl commitlees.

The Government has been
& o contan the resis-

1o the prize of real democ-
racy for which so many of
us have laid down our lives
tance of the people. [t knew to trade it in for a new im-

very well that it would proved version of minority
have o find new ways of mle.

poetry, plays

S wit &
Gladys Thomas reads her poetry at UWCO
(Wynberg) one year celebration.

chells Plain Students Congress
(MIPSCO).

Activities focussed on the Free-
dom Charter and were meant lo
provide an alternative for voung
people during the school holidays.

The programme started with
educational activities around the
Charter at hbranies and community
centres on the Monday.

Tuesday was Children's Day
with between 50 and 200 children
attending at each of the venues
where they could lake part in face-
painting, story-telling and singing.

Pedro, from the Children’s Re-
source Centre, was a Pied Piper
with a difference: blowing a bottle,

—_— future.

he had a string of chidren following
him and making their own soumnds
with all sorts of home-made instru-
ments. This was one of the high-
lights of the week.

The Sports Day on Wednesday
saw members of ICY, Cayco and
Miipsco battling it out with local
soccer teams on a muddy feld.

One of the soccer players remar-
ked: “Die comrade kan nie hard-
loop nie want die Afrika is te swaar
op sy rug.”

And it went from bad 1o worse,
Some comrades are still hmping
around wondenng what hit ham.
Despite the rain and thunder, the
sports day showed one thing: peop-

le who talk a lot certainly can't play
soccer of nethall.

Rain washed out activities on the
Thursday, but there was no stop-
ping people from celebrating Free-
dom Day on the Friday, June 26.

A celebration was held at the
Woodlands Community Centre
and the theme was “jive, jive, jive
for freedom™.

Music as provided by marimba
group Nisikane, Raakwys, the
UWC Jarz Band and others. The
Mitchells Plain Arts Group provi-
ded poetry and a display of pain-
tings and photography.

Talk 15 already going around of
similar youth weeks being held in

TOPS FOR TASTE
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Manenberg Students protest against the All Black rebel tour in 1985

Pressure on
rebels grows

REBEL teams of rugby
secretly come to South
Alrica play against isolat-
ed South Afnican sports-
men are coming under
iNcCreasing pressure over-
SCAs.
The International

Rugby and Cricket Board
could both sphit if the
South African issue s not
resolved in the near future

The West Indian Cric-
ket Board has made a far
reaching proposal that
rebel cricketers who tour
South Africa should be
banned for life. They are
supported by India and
Pakistan will probably al-
80 come out in support of
the proposal.

The proposal has been
opposed by England and
Australia. The issue has
already led to heated de-

bate and anti-apartheid
groups all over Europe

are adding their voice to
the call for South Africa’s
sporting isolation.

Meanwhile the SA
Cricket Board (SACB)
President Mr Knish
Mackerdhu) has sent a
telegram to the England-
based Test and County
Cricket Board accusing
the organisation of mak-
ing false claims. The
TCCB has apparently
said that international
cricketers visiting South
Afnica coached both
black and white players
and “contnbuted to the
development of black
sportsmen.”

At a speal Internation-
al Cricket (ICC) Confe-
rence meeting held in
London last month, the
issue of banning players
could not be resolved.

It was decded to ap-
point a committes 10 ex-
amine the West Indian

proposal and report o
the next meeting to be
held in September.

Mecanwhile, there has
been talk of another rebel
All Black rugby tour later
this vear.

The last tour was fierc-
ly opposed both locally

and mternationally.

Cayco

THE Bonteheuwel
branch of the Cape Youth
Congress (Cayco) recent-
ly ran out of winners of a
SOCCET tournament OTgan-
ised by progressive organ-
isations in the area.

The tournament was
played on June 7 and 14
and was part of the pro-
gramme to mark June 16.

Over two Sundays, a
number of teams battled
it out on the soccer ficld
for the Christopher Tru-
er memonrial trophy.

THE Inter-Umion Super League
competition of the Western

Province Football Board recent-
ly got under way with some of
the umions producing exciting

football.

It s difficult to make predic-
tons, but at this stage Cape
District of Wynberg have done

Dustnct attack.

juniors and semors.

Close on Cape District heels
are WP Union, who also have
three points, but the Wynberg
umion have a better goal average

Manenberg FA who are sec-
ond in Group two, celebrate |
their tenth anniversary this I
weekend (June 3-5) with a tour-
nament that will involve all

well and the other wnions wall
have a hard time to contain the

INTER-UNION SUPER
LEAGUE HOTS UP

ANDRE Alexander of Cape District (in front) and Bernard Fransch of
mmm-mmn—umnmmwmmm
Interunion game at Maitland on Sunday, June 28, District won 5-0

wins soccer tournament

It was honour of the
young |5-year-old boy
who was killed in Bonte-
heuwel during the 1976
uprising that shook the
nation and the entire
world.

Teams were ficlded by
Cayco, the Bontcheuwel
Inter-School Committee
(Bisco), the Call of Islam,
the Inter-Church Youth
{(ICY) and a group of
youth who called them-
selves the Freedom

Square 11.

The Cosatu shop stew-
ards local also Delded a
team. Included in the
tourmament Were a num-
ber of well-established
Bonteheuwel soccer clubs

‘The matches wepe play-
ed on a knockout bases,
and at the end of the tour-
nament Cayco emerged

It became clear that
Cayco had hastily recruit-
ed a number of fancy
footballers.

A cultural evening was

held after the final on
June 14 where the Chris-
topher Truter Memonal
Trophy was handed over
o Cayveo [Bonteheuwel).

The trophy beanng the
name of the fallen youth
had been bought by Cay-
co and they had his name
engraved on it

But in the gesture of
solidanty, they handed it
over 10 Mrs Truter,
Christophers” mother
who attended the cultural
evening. Mrs Truter, suf-

fering from ill health was
overcome with emolion
as she spoke of her late
S0,

She said she was very
happy that the people had
not forgotten him. She
will keep the trophy on
behall of Cayco for the
nexl vear.

Organisers of the tour-
nament told Grassroots
that they hoped the soc-
cer tournament would be-
come an annual event in
Bonteheuwel.
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