nSex workers are human: they are
mothers, sisters and professionals
we don't even think about.
Whenever sex workers are raped,
whenever sex workers are beaten,
we need justice for that, regardless
of what policies say.”
- Leeroy, Zimbabwe
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Capturing evidence

This is the second year that the Hands Off
programme presents data on human rights
violations perpetrated against sex workers in

t twelve months. A total of 2009 human
were captured in Botswana,
Mozambique, South Africa and Zimbabwe
between December 2021and November 2022,
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Representing the larger sex work
community

The geographical spread of this report is limited
to Hands Off implementation sites, which
means that the number of actual human rights
violations against sex workers is underrepor e,
The findings in this fact sheet are therefor:
representative of larger ‘invisible' issues

and identify patterns and trends iii th

worker community within the four o)
countries.

: Munities,
hes under the law, and society as a whole, This shmflz

that 58X workers continually have their hyman rights viol
mination and violence are Pervasive, resulting in se

LIV infe ction- 30 times higher than the general populati
| exchange of sexval services between adults det

ce and exploits to law enforcement. Not only does th
y for abusive clients, police officers, health care
ers sex workers' access to life saving HIV prevention a

deserve equal protection of their human
be basic practice. And yet, studies show
ated. Deep-rooted inequity, stigma,

X workers experiencing greater risk of
on. The criminalisation of voluntary and
ers the filing of reports to document
is consequently perpetuate a climate
workers and communities, but it also
nd treatment, The protection of basic

Intersecting inequalities

It is more important than ever that sex workers'
human rights are safeguarded. Globally, the
anti-rights movement has grown in influence and
impact, increasingly undermining sex workers
rights and reversing the precarious progress
made towards decriminalisation of sex work.

In Botswana, religious groups have openly stated
not accepting a constitution recognising sex
workers. In Zimbabwe, extreme conservative
groups continue to speak out against sex work.

Stigma and discrimination against sex workers
continues to be persistent in the region. Whilst
Hands Off implementing partners have observed
a slow public acceptance towards female sex
workers, the same is not true for their male
counterparts. This is reflected in an increase in
reported violations against male sex workers.
Another increase is seen in violations reported

by young female sex workers (18-24 years).

In Mozambique, young female sex workers for
example report an increase in violence by clients
and severe incidents, including attempted murder
and robbery.

In Southern Africa more people turn into sex
work to provide for income as cost of living
rises. Data suggest that increased competition
arnong sex workers for clientele has led to rising
levels of peer violence. In South Africa, pimps
benefit from this by extorting more money from
new sex workers with the promise of safety.

in Mozambique, the social instability in Cabo
Delgado has forced sex workers to migrate
fram extremely violent areas to safer zones.
Reports suggest an increase in peer violence as
'mewcorners' are not accepted.
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Evidence on human rights violations

Male under 18 years (1,0%)

Other or not disclosed (0,4%)---- '

Female 25 years and
older (56%)

----- Male 25 years and older (7,2%)

~~~~~~ Male between
18-24 years (5,4%)

Transgender under
18 years (0,05%)

Transgender 25 years
and older (5,6%)

Transgender between
18-24 years (7,9%)

“.-. Female under
18 years (0,2%)

SR Female between
18-24 years (17,18%)

Gender and age groups

Human beings are behind each of the total
20089 violations against sex workers
captured in this fact sheet. It is paramount
to keep this in mind while considering

the meaning of these numbers. Female
sex workers are still the largest reporting
demographic (73.4%). A worrisome steady
increase has been documented in youth
below the age of 25 becoming active in sex

work and experiencing violence (30.9%).
This number includes minors, youth below
the age of 18, selling sex (0,4%). An equally
unsettling development this year is the
increase in violations reported by male
(12,7%) and transgender sex workers
(13,4%). Numbers amongst both gender
groups more than doubled compared to

last vaar
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